
PO Box 122 

Port Republic, MD 20676 

FUN  

Top: Young artists admire the 
sculpture at the student  
reception, Right: Prize winning 
art from Kathleen Carlson;   
bottom, guests enjoy sights at 
the exhibit opening. 

Art Comes to Flag Ponds

 

(continued on page 10) 

I n June 2012, naturalists Jim Brighton and Bill Hubick 

created the Maryland Biodiversity Project. They realized 

that Maryland is the only state without a plant list, which 

prompted them to begin the project. The Maryland Biodi-

versity Project aims to document and catalog every living 

species in Maryland on one website: marylandbiodiversi-

ty.com.   

 Currently, they have cataloged over 13,900  

species, including over 4,900 species with photographs. 

Every species in their collection has been verified through 

the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, journal 

articles, scientific collections, or professionals in the field. 

See what’s out there... 

Get Involved with the Maryland Biodiversity Project

M ore than 200 people traveled to Flag Ponds on June 7 

as Battle Creek Nature Education Society opened its 

Nature’s ARTcade exhibit at an evening reception. 

 First prize went to George Lorio, Dover, Delaware, for 

his installation “White Leaves.” Second place went to Larry 

Ringgold for his driftwood sculpture, “Buck.” Calvert Ma-

rine Museum’s Tim Scheirer received a third place award 

for “Sacred Lands” and Kathleen Carlson received an hon-

orable mention for her work, “Nature in a Box – Fragile 

Flora.” The People’s Choice Award was presented to  

Clarence Schumaker after the show ended.  

 The exhibit also included work from Southern Mary-

land student artists. Student awards were presented earlier 

in the day at an afternoon reception.  The student show was 

coordinated by ARTcade curator Dr. Margaret Dowell and 

Supervisor of Instruction for Cultural Arts Linda Patton.  

Student awardees were grouped by age:  

 Elementary School: Fir st, Ezra Huckabee -- 

Shield of Faith Covenant Home School;  

(continued on page 10) 

Brighton and Hubick have acquired a huge database 

with more than 177,000 verified records. By logging 

onto the Maryland Biodiversity Project website, you 

can view recently added photos, scroll through new 

announcements, or search for any type of species. 

Once you click on a species, you can view pictures 

and see what counties the species can be found in.  

 The Maryland Biodiversity Project allows you to 

browse through the many unique and interesting spe-

cies that reside in Maryland. For example, there are 

many endemic freshwater amphipods that only live in 

one small cave or spring. Snowy Owls are likely to be 
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CChanging with the Times 
Since the 1980s, BCNES has worked to promote environmental 
education via programs given by the naturalists at the County’s 
Division of Natural Resources (CCNRD) parks. BCNES works 
with county- and state-level partners to protect parklands and has 
taken the lead on several important projects, including fundrais-
ing for the Nature Education Center at Flag Ponds, the exhibits at 
the Cypress Swamp, among others. 

In 2012, BCNES moved from being volunteer-led to having 
an executive director to lead operations and the organization’s 
activities. In two years, our membership has grown by more than 
30%—from 375 to more than 560. New programs include  
Nature’s ARTcade at Flag Ponds, the fisherman’s shanty  
restoration, also at Flag Ponds, trail restoration at Kings Landing 
in Huntingtown, the opening of Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm, and 
the creation of a new nature park on Ward Road in Dunkirk.  
 With this slate of initiatives in hand, the BCNES board  
approved a new strategic plan that will allow the Society to  
expand to meet the needs of the community at large, and nurture 
our relationship with CCNRD. This plan is based on discussions 
with board members, park staff, members, community partners, 
and individuals in the County. This strategic plan contains a  
vision for the future of our organization and for our role in the 
communities of Calvert County. The plan has three main goals:  

Goal 1. Protect and Preserve Calvert’s Lands and Waters  
Goal 2. Foster an Environmentally Literate and Aware Calvert  
Goal 3: Build a Sustainable Organization that Support Our 
Mission and Goals  

With the new strategy in hand, we also looked at whether 
the name of the organization reflected these changes.  Battle 
Creek represents a specific location in the county and does not 
reflect the breadth of BCNES’ involvement with the nature parks 
in county. We believe that name Calvert Nature Society more 
accurately reflects the mission and scope.   

We will discuss these exciting developments at our Annual 
Meeting & Volunteer Appreciation on Sept. 7, 5:00-7:30 pm at 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp. We hope to see you there! 

  —Anne Sundermann, Executive Director 

Park Update 
Every day the naturalists are busy with the environmental 
education programs—school field trips, summer camps, fam-
ily explorations, Junior Ranger outings, training volunteers, 
interns and camp counselors, the list goes on. Here’s a sam-
pling of some of the new and improved projects at the parks. 
 Calvert Stewards: Thanks to generous grants from 
Calvert Environmental Trust for Youth and Cove Point Natu-
ral Heritage Trust we have stewardship projects where youth, 
families, and adults can help make the parks a better, more 
attractive place. In May a dozen volunteers helped repair the 
Todd Pond pier, painted the gates and trash cans, pulled in-
vasive plants, and cleaned up trash from the beach. In  
November, we’ll be planning similar projects at the Cypress 
Swamp, including a tree planting. 
 Butterfly Gardens: We now have two beautiful butter-
fly gardens. At Kings Landing Park, the Calvert Garden Club 
gave a generous grant which paid for the wildflowers and the 
Calvert Forestry Board provided trees and shrubs; Girl Scout 
Troop 936 helped plant the flowers and made beautiful step-
ping stones. An Eagle Scout will be putting in a small water 
feature and bench. At the Cypress Swamp, Chesapeake Gar-
den Club has spent numerous hours weeding, mulching, 
planting, and tending to the gardens by the Nature Center.  
 Meadow Maze: It may look like some old sticks and 
flagging; the maze is a habitat enhancement to benefit the 
birds and butterflies while enticing visitors to learn more 
about the plant and animals that depend on meadows and 
fields.  Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and volunteers are being 
recruited to place signs, plant native wildflowers, and build 
benches.  
 Citizen Science: The long-term studies on salamanders 
and other amphibians at Flag Ponds continues, while the 5-
year Maryland Amphibian and Reptile Atlas project is wrap-
ping up its final year. The Bluebird Nest Box program is 
thriving, with most trails receiving new boxes and predator 
guards. New projects include: Prothonotary Warbler, Kestrel 
and Barn Owl nest boxes; Monarch Butterfly Tagging; Flag 
Ponds Plant & Habitat Surveys; and the Global Fish Bioblitz. 
 I hope that you will consider being part of one or more 
of our programs.  

— Karyn Molines, Division Chief 

The Battle Creek Nature Education Society is dedicated to the protection and preservation of Calvert County’s natural heritage and the creation 
of an environmentally literate and aware community.  We provide opportunities for appreciation and understanding of our natural world through 
our outreach initiatives and in support of the mission of the Calvert County Natural Resources Division. BCNES is a 501(c)3 organization. 

The Peeper is a publication of Battle Creek Nature Education Society. Copyright 2014.  Visit BCNES online at www.calvertparks.org. 

BCNES Staff & Board of Directors: 
Anne Sundermann, Executive Director 
John H. Jones, President 
Bev Allyn Izzi, Vice President 
Martha Grahame, Treasurer 
Franki Coughlin, Secretary 
Fred Bumgarner, Director 
Bill Chambers, Director 
Susan Owens, Director 
Dwight Williams, Administrative Agent 

Natural Resources Staff 
Karyn Molines,  Division Chief 
Andy Brown, Senior Naturalist 
Tania Gale, Naturalist 
Gene Groshon, Naturalist 
Shannon Steele, Naturalist 

    Connie Sutton, Park Manager, Flag Ponds Nature Park 
    Melinda Whicher, Park Manager, Kings Landing Park 
    Michael Rawlings, Office Assistant II 
   Jerry King, Building & Grounds Maintenance Worker 
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Where Are Our  

Honeybees? 
The Calvert County Barn Owl Nest Box Project—a coop-
erative effort between Calvert County Natural Resources 
Division and Southern Maryland Audubon Society—
began in the mid 1990s when numerous nest boxes were 
placed in suitable habitat throughout Calvert County.     

This year, for the first time in 17 years, one of the nest 
boxes is being used by Barn Owls to raise their young. 
These young were banded on June 26 and hopefully will 
occupy one of the several adjacent nest boxes in the area 
to raise their young in future years. 

We are currently looking for additional nest box  
locations. If you have seen owls in a barn, or believe 
you have suitable habitat, 25 or more acres of non-row 
agriculture fields, we would like to place a nest box on 
your property. Contact Andy Brown at 410-535-5327 or  
brownaj@co.cal.md.us. 

We are holding Barn Owl Box Workdays, October 3 
and 24; November 7 and December 5. See the website 
for details. 

–Andy Brown, Senior Naturalist      

Calvert Barn Owlets Banded 

Barn Owls feed almost  
exclusively on the destruc-
tive Meadow Vole and are 
a welcome pest control 
tenant. 

 
Flag Ponds Nature Park Manager Connie Sutton was selected as Calvert County’s 
July Employee of the Month for her efforts in the successful planning and implement-
ing Nature's ARTcade, a regional art exhibit inspired by the natural world of Southern 
Maryland. 

The event was primarily a BCNES function, with Connie being a part of the planning 
team. The event goals were to strengthen the connection between nature and the 
arts; heighten awareness of the County nature parks, particularly Flag Ponds; and to 
create a larger profile for BCNES in the community, so it is better able to support the 
parks.  

Connie was instrumental in designing the visual displays, creating a unique frame-
work for the art exhibit.  The high point of the project was realized on Saturday, June 
7, when Flag Ponds hosted more than 200 visitors at a catered reception.  She and 
her staff handled the logistics for the show, including parking, which was a daunting 
task during the crowded beach season.  Congratulations and thank you, Connie! 

T he May 2014 issue of The Peeper 
featured an article on the decline of 

bees. Lately, visitors have come by the 
Nature Center and asked where have our 
honeybees gone? For many years, an ob-
servation hive had a prominent spot in the 
exhibit room, offering a glimpse into the 
hustle and bustle inside a hive, and an 
opportunity to see brood cells and honey 
cells. Unfortunately, over the past few 
years, the hive was not self-sustaining. 
Our efforts to provide supplemental food, 
thorough cleanings of the frames, and 
replacing the queen have not been enough 
to keep the population viable. A tough 
decision was made to remove the hive.  
 The Division will not be without hon-
eybees for long, though. A local beekeep-
er is planning to place hives at Biscoe 
Gray Heritage Farm. The bees can be 
maintained in traditional boxes, the for-
ests are filled with tulip trees (a honeybee 
favorite), and the interpretation of honey-
bees relates better to a farm setting than a 
cypress swamp.  We hope the hives will 
be set up this fall. 
 We will be transforming the exhibit 
room wall into a “Nature at Night” exhib-
it, focusing on the owls and other noctur-
nal creatures of the region and featuring 
those odd noises you hear in the woods at 
night. The strange brown box is designed 
for flying squirrels.  A squirrel feeding 
platform is visible through the octagon 
window. We hope a local flying squirrel 
will take up residency. We will also work 
with local wildlife rehabilitators. If they 
help injured flying squirrels to a success-
ful recovery, we can use the box to safely 
release them back into the wild. 
 Stop by and see how this project is 
transforming this corner of the exhibit 
room. 
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found on Assateague Island after they migrate from the Tun-
dra. Recently, the first recorded sighting of a Snowy Owl in 
Calvert County was photographed last December. Ross’s 
goose and the White-winged Dove were also found in Calvert 
County and first documented this past February.  

You can get involved! The Maryland Biodiversity Project 
needs your help to discover new species and capture photos of 
all the living organisms in Maryland. Next time you’re outside 
taking a walk or visiting one of our local parks, snap a picture 
of the interesting organisms you find. It can be anything: a 
plant, insect, bird, amphibian, or small mammal.  Whatever it 
is, take a picture because it might be just the next picture this 
project needs! You can learn how to send in your pictures on 
at www.marylandbiodiversity.com, under FAQs. 
 

–Kara Vogan, Intern 

Nature’s ARTcade (cont’d from page 1) 
Second, Madison Frame -- Plum Point Elementary: 
Third, Kara Mattia -- Dowell Elementary. 
Middle School: Fir st, Lucy Paskoff  — Home 
School; Second, Lillian Bridges —Plum Point Mid-
dle School: Third, Emma Huckabee  -- Shield of 
Faith Covenant Home School. 
High School: Fir st, Josie Hall  — Huntingtown 
High School; Second, Amanda Coleman — North-
ern High School; Third,  Dominique Mitchell  —  
Patuxent  High School. 

 Battle Creek Nature Education Society, in support of the 
Calvert County Division of Natural Resources, organized the 
exhibition to showcase artwork inspired by the natural world 
of Southern Maryland. 
 Prize juror was Jayme McLellan, artist, educator, curator 
and founder/director of Washington, DC’s Civilian Art  
Projects, with Dr. Kent Mountford, environmental historian 
and estuarine ecologist. Prize monies for this juried exhibi-
tion total $2,000; prizes for the student exhibit totaled $850. 
Local artist Suzanne Shelden donated a work of art for auc-
tion, with proceeds benefitting BCNES. 
   Many thanks to our host committee: John H. Jones and 
Dianne Nestor, Bev Izzi, Susan and Mike Owens, Padi and 
John Hollowell. Support for this event includes sponsorships 
from William Chambers and Cindy Morgan; Dominion Cove 
Point LNG, the College of Southern Maryland; SMECO; 
Davis, Upton, Palumbo and Dougherty, LLC; Patuxent Wine 
& Spirits; and Sneade’s Ace Hardware. BCNES thanks Lus-
by Hardware and Dunkirk Hardware for their generous dona-
tions.  

BBiodiversity (cont’d from page 1) 

Stand Up and Paddle!  

SUP2U Rentals;  202-417-8728  
www.SUP2Urentals.com 

K ings Landing Park is now host to SUP2U Rentals, a 
locally owned business renting single and tandem 

kayaks, canoes, and stand-up paddle boards.  Visitors of 
the park have welcomed this addition to the activities pro-
vided through Calvert County Natural Resources with en-
thusiasm, so it’s best to call first to make a reservation! 
SUP2U have rentals available for walk-ins on Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays from noon to 5:00 p.m.  If you’d 
prefer to explore the river and surrounding creeks on a 
weekday, call SUP2U to request an evening rental Monday 
through Thursday.  Bringing a group?  No problem, just 
call to ask about a reservation and group discount. 
 You don’t have to be an experienced paddler to rent 
from SUP2U, but please remember to prepare accordingly 
for your trip.  Once you rent your equipment and leave the 
beach, you will be on your own to sightsee along the wa-
terway, travelling at your own pace and discretion. 
Rentals are weather dependent, so call ahead if the forecast 
is questionable.  Lifejackets and instructions are provided 
with your rental; make sure to bring yourself a bottle of 
water to stay hydrated on the river! 
 Do you have a kayak, canoe, or paddle board of your 
own?  You are welcome to bring it to the park to launch 
from our fishing pier.  There is a short walk from our park-
ing lot to the launch area, or you can drive down to the 
unloading area to drop off your boat, and then walk back 
down after parking your car.  The launch area closes at 
7:30, so all boaters must be back with their vessels by that 
time.  We do not have a boat ramp, so please no trailers. 
 Check www.calvertparks.org for naturalist-led paddle 
trips if you would prefer a guided tour. 
 

–Melinda Whicher, Park Manager 

Intern Kara Vogan 
hails from St.  
Leonard. She  
attended Calvert 
High School and 
University of Mary-
land and graduates 
in December with a 
degree in  
Environmental  
Science. 
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Online Registration 

You can now register online for programs at www.calvertparks.org.  
Registrations are also accepted over the phone and by mail.   

Call 410-535-5327 or email CypressSwamp@co.cal.md.us to register for programs. 

SUPPORT CALVERT’S NATURE PARKS… 
  JOIN BCNES!         

The Ba le Creek Nature Educa on Society is a 501(c) 3 non-profit “friends” organiza on that supports the quality 
environmental educa on programs offered by Calvert County Natural Resources Division.  
Join or renew today online at www.calvertparks.org. 

BCNES MEMBER BENEFITS:  

Most of the programs listed in this program are free to BCNES members. Members receive discounted rates on 
summer nature camps and special events. “Members Only” ac vi es are scheduled throughout the year. In   
addi on members receive the quarterly newsle er and program schedules in advance of the general public.  

FALL 2014  
PROGRAMS 

Calvert County Natural Resources Division 
Battle Creek Nature Education Society  

B A T T L E  C R E E K   

N A T U R E   

E D U C A T I O N   

S O C I E T Y  

www.calvertparks.org 

NATURE PARK INFORMATION 

Mailing Address 
Calvert County Natural Resources 
175 Main Street 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
 
Ba le Creek Cypress Swamp Sanctuary 
2880 Grays Road 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
Office & Reserva ons: 410-535-5327 
Hours: Mon.–Fri., 9:00 a.m–4:30 p.m. 
Memorial Day–Labor Day  
   Saturday,10:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.  
   Sunday, 1:00–6:00 p.m. 
Labor Day-Memorial Day  
   Saturday, 10 a.m.–4:30 p.m.   
   Sunday, 1:00–4:30 p.m. 

Flag Ponds Nature Park 
1525 Flag Ponds Parkway 
Lusby, MD 20657 
Park Office: 410-586-1477 
Reserva ons: 410-535-5327 
Hours: Memorial Day–Labor Day  
   Weekdays, 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.   
   Weekends, 9:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. 
Labor Day–Memorial Day  
   Weekends, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.  
   Mon. & Fri., 9:00 a.m.–   4:00 p.m. 
 
Hughes Tree Farm 
1320 Clay Hammond Road 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
Hours: Dawn to dusk 
  

Kings Landing Park 
3255 Kings Landing Road 
Hun ngtown, MD 20639 
Park Office: 410-535-2661 
Reserva ons: 410-535-5327 
Hours: Memorial Day–Labor Day  
   Daily, 9:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.  
Labor Day–Memorial Day,  
   Daily, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
 
Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm 
2695 Grays Road 
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
Informa on: 410-535-5327  
Hours: Dawn to dusk 
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Animal Feeding Frenzy 
All ages 
Every Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Come watch or help feed the frogs, turtles, hawks, and 
owls. Our exhibit animals need to eat every day, so here’s 
your chance to learn about their behaviors and diet. Free. 
 
Monarch Larva Monitoring Project 
6-9 years, adult participation required   
Sunday, August 3, 2:00-3:30 p.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Help conserve monarch butterflies by monitoring their 
caterpillars.  As you help the naturalist collect data at the 
Cypress Swamp, you and your children will learn how you 
can participate in this citizen science project at home. 
 
Jewels of the Meadow 
18 months to 5 years, adult participation required 
Thursday, September 4, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Kings Landing Park 
Following a puppet show about butterflies and dragonflies, 
head down to the meadow where you will be surrounded 
by these beautiful, living jewels.  Please wear a hat and 
bring water for your outdoor adventure.  
 
Fossil Frenzy 
6-9 years, adult participation required 
Saturday, September 6, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Venture down to the beach at Flag Ponds and we will go in 
search of fossils and learn more about the animals that 
used to live in the Chesapeake Bay 20 million years ago! 
Bring a hat sunscreen and water bottle. We will meet in the 
education building. 
 
Moth Party 
All ages 
Friday, September 19, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Learn how to help scientists study moth communities 
worldwide.  You will hike the swamp at night and see 
moths and other nocturnal inhabitants.  Bring a flashlight 
and a camera if you would like to submit your mothing 
data.    

Creatures of the Bay 
3-5 years, adult participation required 
Friday, September 19, 10:00-11:30 am 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Ever wonder what animals live in the Chesapeake Bay? We  
will venture down to the beach and use a large net to see what 
animals we can find.  Where clothes you can get wet and bring 
your sunscreen, water bottle and hat. 
 
Monarch Tagging 
6-9 years, adult participation required    
Sunday, September 21, 2:00-3:30 p.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Help conserve monarch butterflies by gently catching and tag-
ging them.  As you help the naturalist collect data at Cypress 
Swamp, you and your children will learn how you can partici-
pate in this citizen science project at home. 
 
Insects Abound! 
3-5 years, adult participation require 
Tuesday, September 23, 10:00-11:00 a.m.  
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Do you like bugs or do you think they are 
yucky?  We’ll take a close look at some bugs-big and small, 
creepy and crawly-and see where they live and what they eat.  
We’ll also spend some time outside doing a bug search, so come 
dressed for a walk! 
 
Swamp Bunnies 
18 months to 5 years, adult participation required 
Thursday, October 2, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Kings Landing Park 
What is a “swamp bunny?” Find out when the puppets tell your 
children about life on the water.  Then hike with the naturalist to 
the marsh where you might see a swamp bunny and some of its 
neighbors.   
 
Tree Guide Hike 
6-9 years, adult participation recommended  
Saturday, October 4, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Join us for a hike at Flag Ponds Park as we make our own tree 
identification guides. Bring a small backpack or bag and a water 
bottle. 
 

PPROGRAMS FOR FAMILIES 

Families can experience the fascinating natural world found in our area. These programs incorporate activities to entertain 
learners of all ages. Most programs spend time outdoors: dress for the weather and wear appropriate footwear.  

Reservations required. Adult participation required unless noted. Children must be the age indicated for each program.  
Fee per program: Free for BCNES members. Nonmembers pay $8 per family. 
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AUGUST 
Sunday, August 3, Monarch Larva Monitoring Project, 6-9 
years, BCCS   
Monday, August 4, Nature Photography Mini Camps, 10-
13 years, FPNP 
Saturday, August 9, Beach Yoga, Adults, FPNP 
Saturday, August 9,  Full Moon Kayak, KLP 
Wednesday, August 13, Mud Pies, 3-5 years,  KLP 
Wednesday, August 13, Jr Entomologist, 10-13 years, 
KLP  
Saturday, August 16, JRC Kayak Trip, 14-16 years, KLP 
Saturday, August 16, Paddling the Patuxent, 9 years+, 
KLP 
Tuesday, August 19, Flying Rubies, 3-5years, BCCS  
Sunday, August 3, Monarch Larva Monitoring Project,  
6-9 years, BCCS 
Monday, August 4, Nature Photography Mini Camps, 10-
13 years, FPNP 
Saturday, August 9, Beach Yoga, Adults only, FPNP 
Saturday, August 9, Full Moon Kayak Trip for Experi-
enced Paddlers, KLP 
Wednesday, August 13, Junior Entomologist, 10-13 years, 
KLP 
Saturday, August 16,  Jr. Rangers-Kayak Trip, 14-16 
years, KLP

SEPTEMBER 
Thursday, September 4, Jewels of the Meadow, 18 months
-5 years, KLP 
Saturday, September 6, Stand Up Paddle Night Trip, 
Adults only, FPNP 
Saturday, September 6, Fossil Frenzy, 6-9 years, FPNP 
Saturday, September 13, Park to Park Paddle, Adults only, 
FPNP 
Wednesday, September 17, Nature Photography Mini 
Camps, 10-13 years, KLP 

Wednesday, September 17, School’s Out Camp, 
Grades 3-5, TBD  
Friday, September 19, Moth Party, All ages, BCCS 
Friday, September 19, Creatures of the Bay, 3-5 
years,  FPNP 
Sunday, September 21, Monarch Tagging, 6-9 
years, BCCS 
Tuesday, September 23, Insects Abound!, 3-5 
years, BCCS 
Friday, September 26, Scavenger Hunt Service 
Project and Archery, 10-13 years, KLP 
Friday, September 26 -- Saturday, September 27 , 
Where the Rivers Meet, 12-16 years, KLP 
 
OCTOBER
Thursday, October 2, Swamp Bunnies, 18 mo-5 
years, KLP 
Saturday, October 4, Tree Guide Hike, 6-9 years, 
FPNP 
Wednesday, October 8, Trees and Leaves, 3-5 
years, FPNP 
Friday, October 17, School’s Out Camp , Grades 1-
4, KLP 
Friday, October 17, Pumpkin Chunkin’!, 10-13 
years, KLP 
Friday, October 24, The Great Fall Find!, 3-5 
years , BCCS  
Saturday, October 25, Fall Hike, 12-16 years, 
WARD   
Sunday, October 26, Fall Fish BioBlitz, 6-9 years, 
FPNP 
Monday, October 27, Nature Photography Mini 
Camps, 10-13 years, FPNP  
 

LLIST OF EVENTS, BY DATE 

KEY to PARKS 

BCCS—Battle Creek  
Cypress Swamp 

BGHF– Biscoe Gray  
Heritage Farm 

FPNP—Flag Ponds  
Nature Park 

HP—Hutchins Pond 

HTF—Hughes Tree Farm 

KLP– Kings Landing Park 

WARD–Ward Road  
Property 

To register by mail, please cut out this form and mail to Natural Resources, 175 Main Street, Prince Frederick, MD 20678. To be assured 

of a spot, please register online at www.calvertparks.org. 

Adult’s Name ____________________________________________________   Email ____________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________________ City, State, ZIP:___________________________________ 

Daytime Phone __________________________________________________ Evening Phone ___________________________________ 

We are members of BCNES  Join BCNES now ($30/year) and pay the member’s fee. Send a separate membership check paya-

ble to BCNES and mail it to Natural Resources, 175 Main Street, Prince Frederick, MD 20678. 

Program name Program Date/Time Participant’s Name Age / Grade Fee Kayak Single or 

Double 

      

      

      

      

      

ALL PROGRAMS 

are listed at  
www.calvertparks.org. 
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Beach Yoga 
Adults only 
Saturday, August 9, 6:00-7:30am  
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Fee: $12 members; $15 nonmembers 
Come join us for a sunrise yoga class on the beach. Bring 
your own yoga mat.  Meet at the education building and pro-
vide shuttle service to the beach. Class starts at 6:00 a.m.  
 
Park to Park Paddle 
Adults only 
Saturday, September 13, 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Warrior’s Rest to Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Fee: $35 members (BCNES & ACLT); $50 nonmembers 
Here’s a chance for experienced kayakers to experience a 
beautiful section of the Chesapeake Bay. This moderately 
strenuous seven-mile trip will begin at the  American Chest-
nut Land Trust-managed Warriors Rest Sanctuary located at 
the mouth of Parkers Creek in Port Republic and explore the 
shoreline southward along the Calvert Cliffs  to Flag Ponds 
Nature Park; shuttle service will be provided  back to Warri-
ors Rest.  Lunch and a t-shirt are provided. Reservations and 
advance payment required by September 8. Directions and 

SSPECIAL EVENTS  
Fees are per person (unless indicated otherwise): Free for BCNES members. Nonmembers pay $8 per person. 

Immerse yourself in the natural beauty of Kings Landing 
Park as you enjoy a leisurely tour of the Patuxent River and 
its nearby creeks.  

Kayaks, paddles, and life jackets are provided. No personal 
kayaks allowed, unless noted. Wear shoes that can get wet 
and bring water, hat and sunscreen. 

Participants must be at least 9 years of 
age to accompany an adult in a double 
kayak, and at least 12 years old to ride 
in a single kayak. Those under age 18 
must be accompanied by an adult. Res-
ervations and payment are required in advance.  

Location: Kings Landing Park pool parking lot unless noted. 

 

NEW to Kings Landing Park 

Rent a kayak, canoe or stand up paddle board from SUP2U 
Rentals. See page 10 for details. 

 

. 

packing list will be provided around September 1. A limited 
number of kayaks are available for an additional fee of $10 
per person. 
 
Calvert Stewards 
All ages, under 14 years with an adult 
Saturday, November 1, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Come join a cadre of other volunteers to work on a variety 
of stewardship projects. We’ll plant some trees, clear trails, 
remove invasive plants, and spruce up the gardens around 
the buildings. If you need hours for community service, 
bring your paperwork along. If you’re not yet 14, bring a 
parent along to help with the projects. This is a free event. 
 
Dog Hike 
All Ages adult participation required 
Saturday, November 1, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm 
Come explore one of our newest parks as we take a stroll 
around Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm. Free for BCNES mem-
bers. Nonmembers pay $8 per family.  

Full Moon Kayak Trip for Experienced Paddlers 
Saturday, August 9, 8:30-10:30 p.m. 
Participants may bring their personal kayaks and register at 
a $10 per person discount. Bring a waterproof flashlight or 
headlamp.  
Cost: BCNES Members: $15; Nonmembers: $30 
 
Paddling the Patuxent 
9 years to adult 

Saturday, August 16, 9:30- 11:30 a.m 
Saturday, October 4, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Kings Landing Park 
Cost: BCNES Members: $15; Nonmembers: $30 
 
Stand Up Paddle Night Trip 
Adults only 
Saturday, September 6, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Come explore the bay off Flag Ponds Nature Park with 
lighted stand up paddle boards. Participants must be at 
least 18 years of age and must have prior experience stand 
up paddle boarding. To try out a stand up paddle board, 
check out Patuxent Adventure Center in Solomons or 
Sup2u Rentals at Kings Landing Park.  
Cost: BCNES Members: $75 Nonmembers: $85. 

KAYAKING TRIPS 
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Trees and Leaves 
3-5 years, adult participation required 
Wednesday, October 8, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Come learn about trees and leaves at Flag 
Ponds Park. We will collect our favorite 
leaves while taking a hike and then make 
a fun craft. 
 
Night Flyers 
3-5 years, adult participation required  
Friday, October 24, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp  
Owls are awesome.  They hide during the 
day and hunt silently at night.  What do 
you know about owls?  Come learn more 
and meet a live owl up close and personal. 
Bring water, lunch, a snack, bug spray, 
sunscreen.  Wear clothes and shoes that 
can get wet and dirty.  
 
Fall Fish BioBlitz 
6-9 years, adult participation required   
Sunday, October 26, 2:00-3:30 p.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Scientists need our help to take a global 
census of fish.  Wearing waders provided 
by us, go seining with a naturalist to cap-
ture fish along the shoreline.  We will 
take pictures of our catch and submit the 
data to the Global Fish BioBlitz. 
 
The Great Fall Find! 
3-5 years, adult participation required  
Friday, November 7, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp  
What will the fall give us?  Will we find 
colorful leaves or nuts?  Come celebrate 
fall — we will enjoy playing with what-
ever we find! 
 
Oh Deer! 
3-5 years, adult participation required 
Thursday, November 13, 10:00-11:30 am 
Kings Landing Park 
Ever wanted to know more about the deer 
you see in your back yard? We will go on 
a deer adventure to learn more about this 
common backyard animal.  

PROGRAMS FOR FAMILIES  (cont’d from page 4) 
Fee per program: Free for BCNES members. Nonmembers pay $8 per family. 

America Recycles Day 
6-9 years, adult participation required   
Saturday, November 15, 2:00-3:30 p.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Your children can celebrate America Recy-
cles Day by creating some cool recycled 
crafts to take home with them.  Afterwards, 
they will explore the swamp boardwalk 
while waiting for projects to dry. 

Fall at Flag Ponds Park 
18 months to 5 years, adult participation 
required 
Monday, November 17, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
National Take a Hike Day seems like a per-
fect day to go on an outdoor fall adventure 
at Flag Ponds.  Before hitting the trail, chil-
dren can have fun with some indoor fall 
activities and a puppet show.  
 
The Christmas Possum 
18 months to 5 years, adult participation 
required 
Friday, December 5, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Kings Landing Park 
The Christmas Possum has hidden candy 
canes in the park.  After some possum-
themed indoor activities, the naturalist will 
lead your children on a hike to find them.     

Critter Clues 
3-5 years, adult participation required 
Tuesday, December 9, 10:00-11:30 am 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Come explore the clues animals leave 
behind from tracks in the sand to marks 
on trees.  We will see who has been out 
and about. 
 
Compass Skills: Candy Cane Hunt  
6 to 9 years, adult participation  
required 
Saturday, December 13, 2:00-3:30 p.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Children will learn some basic compass 
skills and will use what they have 
learned to find candy canes hidden in 
the park. 
 
The Shortest Day 
3-5 years, adult participation required   
Thursday, December 18,  
10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp  
The days are short and the animals and 
plants have been getting ready for  
winter. Are you ready?  We will tell 
stories, play games, and cook some 
snacks over a campfire.  
 
Straw Painting 
6-9 years, adult participation  
recommended  
Saturday, December 20,  
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Learn a fun new way to paint as we 
make paintings of trees in winter.  

Volunteer  
It’s a great way to help your parks.  

www.calvertparks.org/volunteer.html 
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Junior Entomologist 
10-13 years 
Wednesday, August 13, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Kings Landing Park 
For every human in the world, there are 200 million insects!  
How much do you know about the buggy world around 
you?  Come to Kings Landing Park to learn all about insect 
anatomy and make a container to use on a bug hunt.  We’ll 
search the park for insects, and then learn some techniques 
for preserving and labeling our collections.  Be prepared for 
a hike on and off the trails!   
 
Jr Rangers-Kayak Trip 
14-16 years 
Older Jr. Rangers may attend as assistants  
Saturday, August 16, 1:30- 4:00p.m. 
Kings Landing Park 
Come spend the afternoon on the water with friends new 
and old.  We’ll explore the river and adjoining creeks as we 
paddle and see what kinds of animals and plants we can 
find. 
 
Scavenger Hunt Service Project and Archery 
10-13 years 
Friday, September 26, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Kings Landing Park 
Go for a hike in the woods at Kings Landing Park in search 
of-trash?  We will be picking up trash in the woods to pro-
vide a much needed service to the park while also complet-
ing a scavenger hunt checklist!  We’ll end the day with an 
archery lesson and some practice shooting at targets.  Be 
prepared for a hike on and off the trails!  Bring a bagged 
lunch and a refillable water bottle. 
 
Where the Rivers Meet 
14-16 years 
Friday, September 26 thru Saturday, September 27  
Meet at Kings Landing Park for trip to Harpers 
Ferry 
This adventure includes river rafting trip, a moonlight visit 
to Harpers Ferry for a guided ghost walk, campout, camp-
fire cooking, and a challenging hike to view the confluence 
of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers from the mountain 
top. Fee: $140, BCNES members, $160, nonmembers. 

PPROGRAMS FOR 10–16 YEAR OLDS 
Fee per person (unless indicated otherwise): Free for BCNES members. Nonmembers pay $8 per person.  

Note, Programs listed with the JR logo are offered to young people between the ages of 10 and 16 are considered a part of our 
BCNES Junior Ranger series.  Learn more about Junior Rangers Corps at www.calvertparks.org/JRC. 

Pumpkin Chunkin’! 
10-13 years 
Friday, October 17, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Kings Landing Park 
Learn how different mechanisms work to toss pumpkins in the 
World Championship Punkin’ Chunkin’ Competition.  We will 
talk about the way different machines work; torsion, catapults, 
trebuchets, and centrifugal force!  Then we will try to build our 
own and toss a few pumpkins.   
 
Fall Hike 
12-16 years 
Saturday, October 25, 10: 00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Ward Road Property, Dunkirk  
Fall is here—trees are changing colors, the air is cool and crispy.  
Join new friends and old for this exploration around the new Ward 
Road Property.  Dress for the weather.  Bring a snack, lunch, and 
water. 
 
Walking Stick Workshop 
12-16 years 
Saturday, November 8, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Here’s your opportunity to make your own walking stick.  We will 
go for a hike, learn how to tell which trees make the best walking 
sticks, and then create our own.  Bring water, a snack, and a lunch.   
 
Campfire Cooking 
10-13 years 
Tuesday, November 11, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
Kings Landing Park 
Come build a campfire at Kings Landing Park and make your own 
lunch using classic campfire cooking techniques.  When we’re 
finished eating, we’ll play field games and have some fun!  Bring 
a refillable water bottle. 
 
Shelter Building 
12-16 years 
Saturday, December 6, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Kings Landing Park 
From a one-person emergency shelter to a bigger, long-term struc-
ture- knowing how to create your own shelter could come in 
handy.  Join friends new and old to learn about different types of 
shelters, what materials to use, and put then put that knowledge to 
practice.   Bring water, a snack, and a lunch.  Wear clothes and 
shoes that can get dirty. 
 

. 
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Nature Photography Mini Camps 
10-13 years 
Monday, August 4, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Wednesday, September 17,  
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Kings Landing Park 
Monday, October 27, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.,  
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Saturday, November 15, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.,  
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 
Saturday, December 13, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.,  
Flag Ponds Nature Park  
Keep your young teen busy when they’re out of school.  
They can have fun exploring the outdoors with friends, old 
and new, as they take pictures of amazing landscapes and 
cool plants and animals. Photography tips, themes and 
locations will vary every month.  Bring a bag lunch and a 
point-and-shoot camera. Cost: Free for BCNES members. 
Nonmembers pay $12 per child.  

CAMPFIRES 
These are outdoor activities; please dress accordingly.  
Registration and adult participation are both required.  

Fee per program: Free for BCNES members.  
Nonmembers pay $8 per family. 

Beyond S’mores — Family Campfire Cooking 
All ages 
Friday, December 5, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Battle Creek Cypress Swamp  
Most everyone knows how to make s’mores over a fire, but 
campfire cooking can be so much more.  Come discover 
some new campfire cooking methods and recipes.  Dress for 
the weather- and bring your appetite. 
 
Winter Wanders 
All ages  
Saturday, December 20, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 
Gather around a campfire as we discuss what animals in our 
area do during the winter time.  Bring a lawn chair and a 
mug. 

School’s Out Camp 
Children in Grades 3-5, no adult required 
Wednesday, September 17, 9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
Biscoe Gray Heritage Farm  
Don’t stay home on this day off from school—join new 
friends and old for this fun adventure.  We will spend the 
day exploring this new park area — hiking through the 
woods, walking in the creek, and playing games. Bring 
water, a snack, lunch, bug spray, sunscreen.  Wear clothes 
and shoes that can get wet and dirty.  You’ll want a change 
of clothes for the way home and a towel.  More infor-
mation will be available closer to the camp date. Cost: 
Free for BCNES members. Nonmembers pay $12 per 
child. 
 
School’s Out Camp  
Children in Grades 1-4, no adult required 
Friday, October 17, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
Kings Landing Park 
Don’t spend this day off from school at home-come out 
and play!  Make new friends and enjoy time with old ones 
in this day in the woods.  We will hike, catch critters, and 
play games to our hearts’ content. Cost: Free for BCNES 
members. Nonmembers pay $12 per child. 

MINI CAMPS 

Join us... 

2014 Annual Meeting & 

Volunteer Recognition Dinner 
Date: Sunday, September 7 

Time: 5:00—7:30 p.m. 

Location: Battle Creek Cypress Swamp 

You are cordially invited to join BCNES and the Natural  
Resources Division as we recognize our outstanding  
volunteers and their accomplishments during 2014.  

The Volunteer Dinner will be preceded by the BCNES annual 
meeting. After dinner, we will have a talk on the Herpetology 

Atlas Project.  

Free for members. Nonmembers, $5. 

RSVP by September 1, online, by email or by phone.  
Anne Sundermann at anne@calvertparks.org or 
Andy Brown at 410-535-5327. 




